
Human Trafficking
Restore Court Coordinator: Andrea Lisowski, MSSA, LISW, CDCA



By the time you leave here today, you 
will have…
A brief overview of the law

A clear understanding of the dynamics of human 
trafficking locally

Knowledge of red flags and what to look for in youth and 
families you encounter

An idea of how to get started serving this population

Tips from field and lessons we have learned





Misidentification of Victims 



What is 
Human 
Trafficking?

Sex and Labor



Federal Law
Trafficking Victims’ Protection 
Act of 2000

• This Law was renewed in 2018

• “The Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act (TVPA) of 2000 created the first 
comprehensive federal law to address 
human trafficking.

Legal definition of “severe 
forms of trafficking in persons”

• sex trafficking in which a 
commercial sex act is induced by 
force, fraud, or coercion, or in which 
the person induced to perform such an 
act has not attained 18 years of age

• Labor trafficking – the recruitment, 
harboring, transportation, provision, 
or obtaining of a person for labor or 
services, through the use of force, 
fraud or coercion for the purpose of 
subjection to involuntary servitude, 
peonage, debt bondage, or slavery









Labor Trafficking



Labor Trafficking 



Sex Trafficking



Sex Trafficking



Information from: sharedhope.org



Four Main Types of Sex Trafficking:

Survival Sex

Family Controlled

Trafficking over the internet

Pimp Controlled



Survival Sex

Any time something of 

value is exchanged for a 

sexual favor with a 

minor, sex trafficking 

has occurred. 

Information from: eyeheartworld.org



Family Controlled Trafficking:
• When the parents or direct family member force a child to engage in 

trafficking behaviors

• Often a ‘family business’, trafficking is a culture within the family that is 
passed down from generation to generation. 

• Rare that one single person is the trafficker and enabler; but rather the 
parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, and cousins have all been raised in a 
similar way and may play a role in the trafficking. 

• As a result of this, it is difficult for someone who grew up in a familial 
trafficking environment to recognize their victimization and to brake the 
cycle with their own family.



Trafficking over the Internet

• Perpetrator makes contact with victim over internet and then exploits them 
sexually

• It is not necessary that the youth ever meet in person with the exploiter for 
it to be considered trafficking

• Facebook, Instagram, Hook up apps

• Backpage, and escort sites 

• Sexting & Pornography



Pimp Controlled 
Trafficking
What does a Pimp look like?



Glorification of Pimp Culture



In reality...



Pimp Controlled Trafficking
• Grooming, searches for vulnerabilities to exploit

• May be a boyfriend, girlfriend, friend, or family member

Female Trafficker & “Bottom” Girl

• Finesse pimping vs. Guerrilla pimping

May buy gifts (nails, hair, clothes), money, drugs, alcohol, or initiate a 
romantic relationship. 

• Secretive and Isolative

Information from: sharedhope.org







WHAT 
ABOUT 

THE 
BOYS?



What about the boys?

• Common ways boys enter the life

• Why they are difficult to identify

• Strengths-based questions



Risk Factors 
 History of sexual abuse, neglect or domestic violence

 Poverty or family economic strain

 Unstable or inconsistent family conditions 

 Running away or truancy

 Low self-esteem or self-worth

 Experimenting with risky sexual behaviors or drugs

 LGBTQ youth



Red Flags
• Sketchy about location

• Story doesn’t make sense

• Style Change

• Detached/ Isolated 

• Hangs with Significantly older people

• Physical Change

• Always on the go

• Drugs/ Alcohol

• Hotel Keys/ Bottles

• Tattoos



Why don’t they just leave???



+



Impact of Trauma on Human Needs



Impact of Trauma on 
Child Development



Trauma Bond/ Stockholm Syndrome
Trapped in a relationship: A psychological phenomena in 
which the perpetrator alternates between love/affection 
and threats/trauma. 
Someone in this type of relationship may believe:

• Being treated bad is normal or deserved

• Not being abused is an act of kindness

• Repetitive fighting and arguing is ok

• Defend the abuser

• Loss of free will

• In love with fantasy and not reality





What does dissociation look like?

Information from Beacon House



Working with 
survivors of human 
trafficking
A systems approach 



Human Trafficking 
Assessment

• Referral from court worker for 
trafficking concerns

• Youth is 17 years old, resides in a 
foster home in Akron

• Youth was placed in the custody of 
Children Services at the age of 15  

• Frequently goes AWOL

• Children services worker reports 
various older men pick the youth up 
in the middle of the night

Referral Information: 



Key questions/topics to cover:
• Living Situation

• Relationships

• AWOL History/Supporting Oneself 

• Mental Health/Substance Abuse

• Children Services Involvement

• Trauma History

• Tattoos/Scars

• Internet Usage

• Strengths





Treatment Approaches
• Psychoeducation

• Trauma Informed Care

• Sensory Interventions

• Traditional Models

• EDMR Therapy 



What to do…
• If you have a relationship with the youth

• If you don’t have a relationship with the youth

• Training

• Protocols/ tools

• Mandatory reports

• Talking with parents 



Barriers to Success
• Complex Cases

 Prior abuse, neglect, dependency cases

 Current delinquency charges

 Complex trauma

• Family/ Home Life

 Family permits or participate in the child’s trafficking

 Poverty

 Crisis Focused





What not to say
 “Why did you do that?” (or any other why question)

 “Was he your pimp?”

 “I know you are involved in trafficking, just admit it.”

 “I’m referring you for a human trafficking assessment.”



•1st juvenile human trafficking docket 

certified by The Supreme Court of Ohio

• 3 Phases

• Regular Review Hearings, Regular 

Treatment Team meetings 

• Random Drug Testing

• Mentoring

• Counseling

• HT Education

• Service Projects

• Sanctions & Incentives 

• Graduation

•Case Management 



Case Management 



Local and National 
Resources 



• Founded in 2009 by multiple agencies

• Direct Services Committee

• Education and Outreach Committee

• Service Matrix/ Continuum of Care

• Goals of the Collaborative

• www.endslaverysummitcounty.org/resources/

http://www.endslaverysummitcounty.org/resources/




Summit County 
Sherriff's Department
If you need immediate on scene response or would like to make a 

report 24/7: Summit County Sherriff’s Office: 330-252-2614



Call: 1-888-373-7888  

Text: 233733



Questions…
• Andrea Lisowski, MSSA, LISW, CDCA

• Restore Court Coordinator

• Phone: 330-643-7471

• E-mail: alisowski@cpcourt.summitoh.net 


